
What to Do if a Fluorescent Light Bulb Breaks 

 

Fluorescent light bulbs contain a very small amount of mercury sealed within 
the glass tubing. DHBVN recommends the following clean-up and disposal 
guidelines: 

Before Clean-up: Ventilate the Room 

1. Have people and pets leave the room, and 
don't let anyone walk through the breakage 
area on their way out.  

2. Open a window and leave the room for 15 
minutes or more.  

3. Shut off the air conditioning system, if you 
have one.  

Clean-Up Steps for Hard Surfaces 

4. Carefully scoop up glass fragments and 
powder using stiff paper or cardboard and 
place them in a glass jar with metal lid (such 
as a canning jar) or in a sealed plastic bag.  

5. Use sticky tape, such as duct tape, to pick up 
any remaining small glass fragments and 
powder.  

6. Wipe the area clean with damp paper towels 
and place them also in the glass jar or plastic 
bag.  

7. Do not use a vacuum or broom to clean up 
the broken bulb on hard surfaces.  

Clean-up Steps for Carpeting or Rug 

4. Carefully pick up glass fragments and place 
them in a glass jar with metal lid or in a 
sealed plastic bag.  

5. Use sticky tape, such as duct tape, to pick up 
any remaining small glass fragments and 
powder.  



6. If vacuuming is needed after all visible 
materials are removed, vacuum the area 
where the bulb was broken.  

7. Remove the vacuum bag (or empty and wipe 
the canister), and put the bag or vacuum 
debris in a sealed plastic bag.  

Disposal of Clean-up Materials 

8. Immediately place all the cleanup materials 
outside the building in a trash container or 
outdoor protected area for the next normal 
trash.  

9. Wash your hands after disposing of the jars or 
plastic bags containing clean-up materials. 

10. It is to be ensured that all materials put 
outside in the trash are properly sealed so 
that stray animals may not ingest it. 

 

 

 




