
DAKSHIN HARYANA BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED  
SALES CIRCULAR No.D-46/2005 

From 
  GM/Commercial, 
  DHBVN Hisar. 
To 
  All EICs/CEs/SEs/Xens/SDOs (OP) 
  JEs-I   I/C Sub office in DHBVNL  
 
  Memo No.Ch- 46/SE/Comml./R-16-304/2005 
  Dated:       28.12.2005 
 
Subject: Procedure for dealing the cases of theft of Electricity – 

Authorizations of DHBVNL officers to make written complaint 
for offences under the Electricity Act-2003 

 
Detailed instructions for dealing the cases of Theft of Electricity 

under the provisions of the Electricity Act-2003 have been issued vide Sales 

Circular No.D-44/2005. As per the provisions of the ibid-Sales Circular, the 

person booked for the cases of theft of electricity under section-135 are being 

served notice for the compounding of offence under section-152 of Elecy. Act-

2003. The accused person is required to deposit the amount of compounding 

within 72 hours of notice of compounding and in case the person fails to deposit 

the amount of compounding, the   FIR is required to be lodged against the 

accused person for further trial in the court. It has been reported that the police 

are not registering the cases filed by field offices and even the cases for which 

the challans are put up by the police in the courts, are being quashed in the 

courts because of the provisions of section-151 of the EA-2003. 

The issue of trial of theft cases and lodging of FIR & Investigation of 

the case by police has been considered by the Ministry of Power and Ministry of 

Power has notified rules under section-176 vide notification No.G.S.R.370 (E) 

dated 8th. June, 2005 under section-176 of EA-2003. In the said rules, clause 11 

& 12 provides that police & existing courts shall take cognizance of the offences 

punishable under EA-2003 on the complaint of the same made by the authorized 

officers of the licensee for the trial of the offence under EA-2003, till the formation 

of special courts.  

Accordingly, keeping in view the provisions of Ministry of Power notification, the 

authorization of the officers of DHBVNL for filing complaints has been approved 

by the Board of Directors of DHBVNL and copy of notification detailing the 

various provisions of EA-2003 & Ministry of Power notification is attached as 

Annexure-I. 

As such, for the cases of theft of electricity, if the person does not 

come forward to deposit the amount of compounding within 72 hours, complaint 

in writing should be lodged to police under relevant section of EA-2003 as per the 

details given in the attached notification and if the police does not register the 

complaint and initiate proceedings within 24 hours, the complaint shall be filed 



directly in the appropriate court by the authorized officers as per the provisions of 

the attached notification. 

 
DA/Annexure-I -sd- 

      SE/Commercial, 
       for GM/Comml, DHBVN Hisar. 

 
 
 



ANNEXURE-I 
 

DAKSHIN HARYANA BIJLI VITRAN NIGAM LIMITED 
 
Subject:    Authorization of DHBVNL Officers to make written complaint for 

offences under Electricity Act.-2003. 
 

Whereas, the Electricity Act.2003 (36 of 2003) came into force 

w.e.f. 10.06.2003, repealing the Indian Electricity Act 1910, the Electricity Supply 

Act 1948 and the Electricity Regulatory Commission Act 1998. 

And whereas Section-151 of the Electricity Act,2003 provides that, 

no court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable under this Act except 

upon a complaint in writing made by appropriate Government or Appropriate 

Commission or any of their officer authorized by them or a Chief Electrical 

Inspector or an Electrical Inspector or Licensee of the Generating Company, as 

the case may be, for this purpose. 

And whereas, Section-154 (1) provides that notwithstanding 

anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure,1973 (2 of 1974), every 

offence punishable under sections 135 to 139 shall be triable only by the Special 

court within whose jurisdiction such offence has been committed. 

And whereas, Ministry of Power notification No.G.S.R. 379 (E) 

dated 8th June,2005  under section-176 of the Electricity Act,2003 provides the 

following  under clause 11 and 12 of the ibid notification. 
 

Jurisdiction of the courts:-The jurisdiction of courts other than the special 

courts shall not be barred under sub-section (1) of section154 till such time the 

special court is constituted under sub-section (1) of the section 153 of the Act. 

Cognizance of the offence-  
1. The police shall take cognizance of the offence punishable under the Act 

on a complaint in writing made to the police by the Appropriate 

Government or the Appropriate Commission or any of their officer 

authorized by them in this regard or a Chief Electrical Inspector or an 

Electrical Inspector or an authorized officer of Licensee or a Generating 

Company, as the case may be. 

2. The Police shall investigate the complaint in accordance with the general 

law applicable to the investigation of any complaint. For the purposes of 

investigation of the complaint the police shall have all the powers as 

available under the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. 

3. The police shall, after investigation, forward the report along with the 

complaint filed under sub-clause (1) to the Court for trial under the Act. 

4. Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-clauses (1),(2) and (3) above, 

the complaint for taking cognizance of an offence punishable under the 

Act may also be filed by the Appropriate Government or the Appropriate 

Commission or any of their officer authorized by them or a Chief Electrical 



Inspector or an Electrical Inspector or an authorized officer of Licensee or 

a Generating Company, as  the case may be directly in the appropriate 

Court. 

5. Notwithstanding anything contained in the Code of Criminal Procedure 

1973 , every special court may take cognizance of an offence referred to 

in sections 135 to 139  of the Act without the accused being committed to 

it for trial. 

6. The cognizance of the offence under the Act shall not in any way prejudice 

the actions under the provisions of the Indian Penal Code. 

The Dakshin Haryana Bijli Vitran Nigam Limited, being a 

distribution licensee, has therefore, delegated powers under the Electricity Act-

2003 to the following officers as per the statement given below:- 

Sr. 
No. 

Section No. Officer authorized 
to make complaint 
to the police. 

Officer authorized to 
make complaint to 
the appropriate 
court. 

1 2 3 4 

1 Section-135- 
Theft of 
Electricity. 

Concerned SDO 
Operations 

Concerned SDO 
Operation. 

2, Section-136- 
Theft of electric 
lines and 
materials. 

Concerned 
SDO(OP). 
Concerned 
SDO(Constructio
n) 

. Concerned SDO 
(Stores) 

v. Concerned 
SDO,Civil Const. 

Concerned 
SDO(OP). 
Concerned 
SDO(Constructio
n) 

. Concerned SDO 
(Stores) 

. Concerned SDO, 
Civil  

 Const. 
3. Section-137 –

Punishment for 
receiving stolen 
property. 

Concerned 
SDO(OP). 

Concerned 
SDO(Constructio
n) 

. Concerned 
SDO (Stores) 

. Concerned 
SDO, Civil Const.

i. Concerned 
SDO(OP). 

ii. Concerned 
SDO(Constructio
n) 

iii. Concerned SDO 
(Stores) 

iv. Concerned SDO, 
Civil  

Const. 
4. Section-138 

Interference with 
meters or works 
or works of 
licensee. 

Concerned 
SDO/Operations. 

Concerned 
SDO/Operations. 

5. Section-139 –
Negligently 
wasting 
electricity or 
injuring works. 

Concerned 
SDO/Operations. 

Concerned 
SDO/Operations. 

6. Section-140 – 
Penalty for 
maliciously 
wasting 
electricity or 

Concerned 
SDO/Operations. 

Concerned 
SDO/Operations. 



injuring works. 
7. Section-141- 

Extinguishing 
public lamps. 

Concerned 
SDO/Operations. 

Concerned 
SDO/Operations. 

Note: Officers senior in rank and having jurisdiction in concerned area 
shall also have the powers mentioned in columns (3) & (4) above. 
 

All concerned are required to take a note of the above. 

 

S.E./Commercial, 
DHBVNL, Hisar 


